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Determination of Metals in Thai Silk by Neutron Activation Analysis
Wanna Wimolwattanapunl* Orapun Leelanupat1 Wauthichai Chantarachot' and Sanya Tedthong2
"Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology, Vibhavadi-Rangsit Road, Bangkok 10900 Tel.: 025795230,

e-mail: chueinta@mail.com
*Office of Atoms for Peace, Vibhavadi-Rangsit Road, Bangkok 10900

Abstract

The project aimed to develop the technique of neutron activation analysis (NAA) for determination
of metals in silk textile. The developed technique can be used for clarification the quality of the silk material
according to the requirement from the foreign customers.

The optimum parameters of NAA were found by experiment with standards and silk samples. 21
metals and other trace elements could be determined qualitatively. The technique was then used for quantitative
analysis of metals in 51 pieces of silk from Silk Contest, Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre of H.M. Queen Sirikit
of Thailand. The analysis was specified for heavy metals of which information could indicate the quality of the
materials, i.e., Ag, As, Au, Cr. Cu, Fe, Hg, K, Sb and Zn. The experiment and results were reported in this
paper.

Key Words: Thai silk, neutron activation analysis
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1. Miller, J. E. and Reagan, B. M. Degradation in weighted and unweighted historic silks.

Journal of the American Institute for Conservation. (1989), Vol.2, 2: 97-115.
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Facilities/Neutron flux Irradiation time Decay time Counting time

PRS/8.8x10" n/em’.sec |40, 60, 80, 100 sec 2,5, 10 min 5 min
3-5hr 5 min

LS/4.4x10" n/em’.sec 1,3d 2-5d 30 min
1-2 wk 1 hr
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Facilities/Neutron flux | Irradiation time | Decay time | Counting time Elements determined
PRS/ 60 sec 5 min 5 min Al Ca, Cl, Cu, I, Mg, Mn, Ti
8.8x10'” n/cm’.sec 3-5hr 5 min Mn, Na
LS/ 3d 3d 30 min As, Au, Br, K, Na, Sb
4.4x10" n/em’.sec 2 wk 1 hr Ag, Co, Cr, Fe, Hg, Sb, Sc, Zn
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319N 3 Usuna Taneniasey laluriie daansulane/nlansudloe19ih

sy YTuaanudutulumiie Tadanswnlansy (ppm)

Ag As Au Cd Cr Cu Fe Hg K Pb Sb Zn
o3 204 NA 0.051 0.046 <0.1 1.95 1196 NA 0.443 578 <0.1 0.021 NA
o3 214 NA 0.188 0.052 <0.1 2.65 <90 NA 0.272 1987 <0.1 0.088 NA
a3 217 NA 0.231 0.036 <0.1 3.99 378 NA 0.231 1487 <0.1 0.075 NA
w3 218 NA 0.077 0.014 <0.1 1.34 <90 NA 0.157 3956 <0.1 0.034 NA
w9 221 NA 0.328 0.096 <0.1 2.44 113 NA 0.482 1067 <0.1 0.064 NA
a9 230 NA 0.197 0.031 <0.1 1.70 102 NA 0.373 1111 <0.1 0.046 NA
w3 232 NA 0.091 0.031 <0.1 2.23 <90 NA 0.160 491 <0.1 0.049 NA
o3 236 NA 0.081 0.027 <0.1 0.51 <90 NA 0.354 1422 <0.1 1.292 NA
o3 239 NA 0.086 0.028 <0.1 0.63 157 NA 0.659 723 <0.1 0.051 NA
o3 240 NA 0.268 0.008 <0.1 3.10 507 NA 0.215 1977 <0.1 0.067 NA
o3 242 NA 0.214 0.049 <0.1 2.65 <90 NA 0.132 1212 <0.1 0.049 NA
w9 251 NA 0.246 0.009 <0.1 4.67 <90 NA 0.282 710 <0.1 0.060 NA
a3 270 NA 0.062 0.034 <0.1 0.63 96 NA 0.180 593 <0.1 0.032 NA
w3 271 NA 0.200 0.012 <0.1 0.95 91 NA 0.191 595 0.7 0.088 NA
o3 272 NA 0.047 0.030 <0.1 1.42 1497 NA 0.377 178 <0.1 0.033 NA
a3 275 NA 0.031 0.011 <0.1 1.66 <90 NA 0.203 417 <0.1 0.024 NA
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9 284 NA 0.279 0.094 <0.1 3.59 <90 NA 0.224 772 <0.1 0.043 NA
o9 288 0.076 0.392 0.113 <0.1 3.19 154 2700 0.126 870 22 0.063 40.6
o9 289 0.144 0.337 0.035 <0.1 2.88 107 2515 0.220 836 <0.1 0.060 39.0
o9 292 0.311 0.300 0.375 <0.1 3.52 218 3465 0.168 915 <0.1 0.081 28.7
o9 293 0.065 0.080 0.631 <0.1 1.63 420 262 0.239 421 <0.1 0.060 24.7
o9 299 0.138 0.322 0.101 <0.1 3.68 <90 1720 0.276 1031 <0.1 0.057 42.2
9 301 0.239 0.243 0.029 <0.1 291 <90 1545 0.355 727 2.1 0.069 69.6
o9 382 0.199 0.187 0.020 <0.1 4.88 94 2819 0.191 1411 <0.1 0.014 47.9
704 0.221 0.067 0.002 <0.1 1.50 <90 2503 0.288 662 1.5 0.042 59.7
70 22 0.131 0.107 0.015 <0.1 1.40 <90 3476 0.107 5367 0.8 0.038 62.8
79 49 0.065 0.211 0.004 <0.1 0.82 <90 5294 0.179 199 2.2 0.029 23.7
99 59 0.118 0.052 0.027 <0.1 0.47 <90 2330 0.609 1038 0.5 0.045 53.6
99 69 0.100 0.301 0.098 <0.1 2.81 <90 6607 0.777 943 <0.1 0.046 61.3
790 89 0.150 0.209 0.015 <0.1 0.70 <90 5124 0.273 634 2.1 0.042 82.2
79 99 0.185 0.263 0.006 <0.1 2.14 <90 4968 0.130 746 <0.1 0.058 34.0
790 104 0.180 0.185 0.007 <0.1 1.57 <90 4495 0.251 1708 1.2 0.022 235.2
79 106 0.275 0.254 0.003 <0.1 2.33 <90 5141 0.139 451 <0.1 0.047 34.6
79 110 0.289 0.145 0.018 <0.1 2.74 269 3766 0.360 1335 <0.1 0.169 198.8
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30 111 0.088 0.261 0.017 <0.1 5.61 <90 3560 0.322 1547 2.3 0.087 41.3
30 134 NA 0.092 0.006 <0.1 0.52 <90 NA 0.145 282 1.0 0.021 NA
59 140 NA 0.183 0.008 <0.1 0.37 <90 NA 0.098 769 <0.1 0.030 NA
59211 NA 0.083 0.093 <0.1 0.65 1257 NA 0.263 459 2.1 0.035 NA
59216 NA 0.154 | 0.004 <0.1 0.50 <90 NA 0.158 1265 <0.1 0.033 NA
59219 NA 0.143 0.008 <0.1 2.79 <90 NA 0.087 933 <0.1 0.042 NA
70 222 0.058 0.106 0.018 <0.1 0.77 <90 193 0.107 1115 <0.1 0.029 37.9
30 223 0.057 0.044 0.004 <0.1 0.43 341 1977 0.152 3607 <0.1 0.030 31.0
70 224 0.050 0.355 0.100 <0.1 2.71 210 5821 0.447 680 <0.1 0.039 42.8
70 225 0.134 0.221 0.029 <0.1 0.81 <90 4889 0.106 1065 0.1 0.040 37.7
59226 | 0.049 0.133 0318 <0.1 1.20 115 2804 0.127 587 <0.1 0.023 66.5
59228 | 0.159 0.277 0.002 <0.1 1.58 229 4085 0.071 712 <0.1 0.046 25.4
59229 | 0.040 0.116 0.011 <0.1 1.08 <90 2568 0.136 1459 <0.1 0.046 48.1
30 231 0.148 0.167 0.108 <0.1 0.80 <90 2847 0.196 2539 1.2 0.033 45.1
UF 3 0.068 0.113 0.008 <0.1 0.57 <90 117 0.121 2129 0.5 0.040 106.5
U3 20 0.030 0.037 0.267 <0.1 0.66 <90 145 0.133 1757 0.3 0.030 60.7
U523 0.069 0.102 0.039 <0.1 0.69 907 132 0.124 343 1.3 0.047 234
NA = Not analyzed (Lﬁawm“i]mum?ﬁuLﬂ%imﬁai’%%’qﬁﬁﬂﬁ“hjmmm?miwﬁ Ag, Fe, Zn Tu113d10619)

1 ' c; 2 d b4 . . .
< = AlpenNIARITAVDINTAATIZHVBITIATUY (limit of detection)
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YSuaanudutulumiie Tadanswnlansy (ppm)

Tane a5und fouida y35ud

Range Mean + SD Range Mean + SD Range Mean + SD
Ag 0.065-0.311 | 0.167 £0.088 | 0.040 - 0.289 | 0.131 £0.075 | 0.030-0.069 | 0.056 £0.022
As 0.031-0.392 | 0.189 £0.109 | 0.044-0.355 | 0.172£0.084 | 0.037-0.113 | 0.084 =0.041
Au 0.008 - 0.631 | 0.080+0.139 | 0.002-0.318 | 0.038 £0.069 | 0.008 -0.267 | 0.105+0.141
Cr 0.51 -4.88 245+1.25 0.37-5.61 1.51+1.21 0.57 - 0.69 0.64 +0.06
Cu 91 - 1,497 366 +441 115-1,257 403 £424 907* 907*
Fe 262 - 3,465 1,996 + 1,138 193 - 6,607 3,813 +1,574 117 - 145 131+ 14
Hg 0.13-0.66 0.27+£0.13 0.07 - 0.78 0.23+£0.17 0.12-0.13 0.13+£0.01
K 178 - 3,956 1,062 + 771 199 - 5,367 1,254 + 1,149 343 -2,129 1,410 £ 942
Pb 0.70 - 2.20 1.67 +£0.84 0.10-2.30 1.36 £0.74 0.30-1.30 0.70 £0.53
Sb 0.014-1.292 | 0.105+£0.254 | 0.021-0.169 | 0.045+£0.030 | 0.030-0.047 | 0.039 £0.009
/n 25-170 42+ 15 24 - 235 64 £ 56 23-106 64 £42
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